
Individual Life Insurance 
Life Insurance as a Financial Tool

Insurance products issued by:  
Minnesota Life Insurance Company  

How to use Securian Financial’s LIFT calculator

1. Prepare client information
Determine if your client has a retirement income 
gap using Securian Financial’s “Filling the gap in 
your desired retirement income” flyer (F82833-2). 
Complete the chart to calculate your client’s 
monthly retirement income gap:

2.  Input client information into  
LIFT calculator

Now you’re ready to start using the LIFT calculator. 
Visit securian.com/LIFT calculator and add this 
information:

• Desired net income: Input client’s monthly desired 
retirement income ($25,000 in the example) 

• Retirement income gap: Input client’s monthly 
retirement income gap ($12,500 in the example) 

• Amount of gap funded by tax-advantaged 
assets: Move the slide rule to demonstrate how 
filling the income gap with different amounts of 
tax-advantaged assets changes your clients’ tax 
brackets. The “desired mix” and tax rates change 
based on the percent chosen.

Show clients how retirement income distribution choices can raise or lower taxes.

The output also 
displays static 
numbers highlighting 
the minimum and 
maximum potential 
tax rates for your 
clients’ desired net 
income. Use these 
amounts to show 
clients their tax rates 
if they filled their 
retirement income 
gap with “only 
taxable accounts” 
or with “only 
tax-advantaged 
accounts.”

Sample client input

Step 1: Calculate 
desired retirement 
income

   Monthly retirement income needs (food, shelter, medical, etc.)    $15,000

+ Monthly retirement wants (vacations, hobbies, etc.) + $10,000

= Desired income for retirement = $25,000

Step 2: Subtract  
required retirement 
income

-  Required income (Social Security, required minimum 
distributions, pensions, etc.) - $12,500

Step 3: Uncover  
retirement income 
gap

= Retirement income gap = $12,500



3. View presentation
Click “View Presentation” to create a pdf of your 
clients’ illustration in an easy-to-read format, 
suitable for printing. The output highlights: 

Sample LIFT calculator output

• The percentage of your clients’ retirement  
income to be funded with taxable and tax-
advantaged accounts.

• How your clients’ strategy may lower  
their effective tax rate. 

• Their projected effective tax rate.

• The total taxes owed under each funding option
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Please keep in mind that the primary reason to purchase a life insurance product is the 
death benefit.
Life insurance products contain fees, such as mortality and expense charges (which may 
increase over time), and may contain restrictions, such as surrender periods.
This information may contain a general discussion of the relevant federal tax laws. It is 
not intended for, nor can it be used by, any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding federal 
tax penalties. This information is provided to support the promotion or marketing of ideas 
that may benefit a taxpayer. Taxpayers should seek the advice of their own tax and legal 
advisors regarding any tax and legal issues applicable to their specific circumstances.
These materials are for informational and educational purposes only and are not 
designed, or intended, to be applicable to any person’s individual circumstances. It 
should not be considered investment advice, nor does it constitute a recommendation 
that anyone engage in (or refrain from) a particular course of action. Securian Financial 
Group, and its subsidiaries, have a financial interest in the sale of their products. 

Insurance products are issued by Minnesota Life Insurance Company in all states except 
New York. In New York, products are issued by Securian Life Insurance Company, a New 
York authorized insurer. Minnesota Life is not an authorized New York insurer and does 
not do insurance business in New York. Both companies are headquartered in St. Paul, 
MN. Product availability and features may vary by state. Each insurer is solely responsible 
for the financial obligations under the policies or contracts it issues.
Securian Financial is the marketing name for Securian Financial Group, Inc., and its 
subsidiaries. Minnesota Life Insurance Company and Securian Life Insurance Company 
are subsidiaries of Securian Financial Group, Inc.
For financial professional use only. Not for use with the public. This material may not be 
reproduced in any form where it would be accessible to the general public.

Learn more  
Use our LIFT calculator to show clients how permanent life insurance 
can help them maximize retirement income, minimize taxes and build  
a more secure financial future for their families. Contact your Life 
Sales Support Team today to learn how: 1-877-696-6654


